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Impact of childhood factors on adult life

Figure 6.2 At risk of poverty by highest level of education attained by either =
parent, 2023
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Data and methods
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Cohort ‘98 Overview

Participants Waves Future Plans

e Bornin 1998 - e 30 years and

e 8,568 children 13, 17/18, 2@, 25 D beyond

e 1inevery 7 nine- years
year-olds e Covid Survey
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Administrative data

' ' j ildh
Rich source of information - Sl

reduces respondent burden data

Cohort ‘98 data linkages

Education (SEC, HEA, QQI, SUS],
SOLAS)

Income - Revenue Commissioners,
Social Welfare

COVID
Housing - HAP Broader Picture of Life
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Hypothesis

Childhood factors at age
9 impact ability to make
ends meet, get a degree,
transition to the
workforce, financial
stability and income at
age 25

Household
deprivation (&
intergenerational)

Books/library

PCG expectation

PCG education of education level

Family structure

Housing tenure

Social class



Variables examined at aged 25

* Level 7 degree or higher Predictive variables (wave 1)
*  Employment status
Household
o leflCUlty making ends meet (at least deprivation (& Books/library PCG education

intergenerational)

some difficulty)

 Difficulty making loan repayments (a
little /1ot vs no difficulty/no loans)

PCG expectation
of education level

Housing tenure Family structure

Social class

* Ability to save regularly

* Income quintiles




Methods

Logistic regression for binary outcomes
Ordinal probit regression for ordinal categorical variables

Ran models and applied weights using survey and MASS
packages in R

Used SILC definition of enforced deprivation at wave 1

Cannot afford 2 or more of list of 11 items
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Results




Overall good transition into workforce

Over 8 in 10 employed at the time of the survey interview,
with over 90% of those as employees

Median weekly work-related income for a respondent in
workin 2022 at age 24 was €557

Nearly three quarters of respondents reported saving
regularly

Over two in five had contributed to a pension



High levels of education

Three in five had a degree

level qualification. NFG Lol orboiow.
. I
More than one in ten had a vFaLeve .
Masters Degree or equiva]ent_ |
]
nFa Level 9 or higher [
Just over one in twenty had a T
Level 4 Or lower qualification I Mzl I Female Both sexes

only.
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Cost of Living

Had at least some

difficulty making ends
meet

~94%

Concerned about
poverty in Ireland

p e

M
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Seven in 10 (69.9%)

still l1ving 1n parental
home

k)

~98%
Concerned about
housing in Ireland

()

Of the respondents
still iving in the
parental home at
the time of the
survey, +6 1n 10
were doing so for
mostly financial
reasons
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Childhood factors - Difficulty making ends meet

LLow social class

Housing tenure at wave
1

Female
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Childhood factors - Savings and Loans

Difficulty making loan repayments Not able to save regularly

Female PCG education at wave 1 (less

Housing tenure at wave 1 than degree)

Female

Low social class at wave 1
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Childhood factors - Income and Employment

Income Employment
Wave 1 - Housing tenure and household Wave 1 - Housing tenure and Social class
structure
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Childhood factors - Education

*  PCG expectations (did they
expect child to get a degree)

* PCG education at wave 1
(degree or higher)

*  Owned their home at wave 1
* Highest social class at wave 1
* Library membership

* Higher number of books in the
home
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Conclusion

Childhood factors measured
at wave 1 influence
education, work, income and
financial stability at wave 5
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Next steps

Further examination of interaction effects

Examine interaction with weights and repeat with
unweighted models

Explore additional factors - family income
Release planned for Q1 2026
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