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Dear [First name],

As you may remember, your family has been part of the Growing Up in Ireland study over the last number
of years. About 4 years ago, when your child was 9 years old, we visited you in your home to interview
your family about how you were getting on. Because of the times in which we are now living, we are not
able to visit you in person. Instead, we would like to talk to you by telephone and also ask you to give us
some information through a web survey.

We know that this has been a difficult and challenging time for many people, but we really do hope that
you will be able to help us by taking part in the survey. It is more important than ever before for policy-
makers and service-providers to understand how things are for young people and their families.

Growing Up in Ireland is a Government study designed to help researchers understand the main issues
facing children and young people in Ireland. In this way, it is helping to provide advice to the government
on key decisions about future policies and services.

Growing Up in Ireland is funded by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
(DCEDIY) and the Department oversees and manages it in association with the Central Statistics Office
(CSO). The survey is being carried out for Government by a group of independent researchers led by the
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin.

Growing Up in Ireland is carried out under Section 24 of the Statistics Act (1993). This Act guarantees the
confidentiality of information provided in the survey questionnaires. It also means that the information
can only be used for statistical research purposes. By ‘statistical research purposes’, we mean that
information on a large number of children and families will be combined to give an overall picture of their
lives.

Taking part in Growing Up in Ireland is entirely voluntary. You can decide to take part in the survey. You
can also decide to change your mind and withdraw from the survey at any time — even after you have
completed the survey. If there is any question you do not wish to answer, you do not have to do so.

Please review the information page which can be found on the Growing Up in Ireland website for more
details, including on the kinds of questions you and your 13-year-old will be asked.

An interviewer will contact you by telephone over the next few weeks to explain in more detail what is
involved and to answer any questions you may have. In the meantime, if you have any queries about the
study or your involvement in it, please contact us at growingupatl3@esri.ie.

Yours Sincerely

Professor Emer Smyth, Principal Investigator
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