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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 

8.00am   Registration 
 

MORNING SESSION 
9.00am 

Keynote Address 
Main Conference Hall 

Chair: James Williams, ESRI, P.I. Growing Up in Ireland 

Professor Alice Sullivan – Social class inequalities in education and the life course 

 

Professor Alice Sullivan is from the Institute of Education, London. She is Director and Principal Investigator 

of the 1970 British Cohort Study 

 
 

 Session A 

President’s Room 

Chair: Clare Farrell, DCYA 

Session B 

Main Conference Hall 

Chair: Emer Smyth, ESRI 

Session C 

La Touche Room 

Chair: Maeve Thornton, ESRI 

10.10am Catherine Hayes -  Bullying and 
health in childhood      

Dorothy Watson - The dynamics 
and consequences of child 
economic vulnerability in the 
recession: An analysis of the first 
two waves of the 1998 and 2008 
cohorts of GUI  
 

 Joanne Fallon - Factors impacting 
sleep patterns of pre-term infants 

10.40am 

 

Bertrand Maȋtre - Parental 
expectations of children with a 
disability: impact on educational 
outcomes at age 13 
 

Niamh Kelly - Are all Irish children 
cherished equally? Measuring 
structural inequality and its effect 
on children’s outcomes 

Richard Layte - Maternal stress in 
pregnancy and child atopic 
disease in infancy 
 

    

11.10am Tea and Coffee   
    

 Session D 

President’s Room 

Chair: Dorothy Watson, ESRI 

Session E 

Main Conference Hall 

Chair: Bertrand Maȋtre, ESRI 

Session F 

La Touche Room 

Chair: Anne Nolan, ESRI 

11.30am Amanda Quail - Neighborhood 
effects on 9-year-old’s  
behavioural outcomes  
 

 Emer Smyth  - Social relationships 
and the transition to second-level 
education 

 Regien Biesma - Fetal 
macrosomia and early childhood 
obesity- findings from the 
Growing Up in Ireland Cohort 
Study 
 

12.00pm Carmen Kealy  - Maternal 
educational disadvantage and 
children’s academic outcomes - 
the Irish case 
 

 James Williams - Time-use among 
13-year-olds 
 

 Michael Crowe - Diet, dental 
problems and obesity in 3 year 
old children in Ireland: 
Classification and regression tree 
analysis of selected independent 
variables 

12.30pm Mira Dobutowitch - Digital 
childhoods: a cross-sectional and 
longitudinal investigation into 
technology use using Growing 
Up in Ireland data. 

Jennifer Symonds; Ela Polek - 
There’s (dis)engagement 
everywhere: person-oriented 
profiles of engagement with 
learning and school and their 
predictors in the age 13 child 
cohort 

Michelle Queally  - The role of 
adiposity in perceived ability 
within Ireland's primary 
education system 

 



 

 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME (CONTINUED) 

 

1.00pm Lunch    
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
 Address and Official Launch of Report by Dr James Reilly T.D., Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 

Main Conference Hall 
Chair: Alan Barrett, ESRI 

2.00pm 

 

2.10pm 

 

 
2.20pm     

Introduction: Professor Alan Barrett, Director, ESRI 
 
Minister’s Address and Official Launch of Report: Dr James Reilly T.D., Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs 
 
Launch of the Report “Non-Parental Childcare and Child Cognitive Outcomes at Age 5: Results from the 
Growing Up in Ireland Infant Cohort “by Frances McGinnity, Helen Russell & Aisling Murray. 

  

2.50pm      “Submitting papers to the Economic & Social Review” Frank Walsh, Managing Editor, Economic and 
Social Review 

  

2.55pm Tea and Coffee 
 

 Session G 

President’s Room 

Chair: Lina Zgaga, TCD 

Session H 
Main Conference Hall 

Chair: Helen Russell, ESRI 

Session I 

La Touche Room 

Chair: Elizabeth Nixon, TCD 

3.15pm Anne Nolan - Changing public 
healthcare eligibility and the 
utilisation of GP services by 
children in Ireland 
 

Delma Byrne - After-school care 
arrangements and their influence 
on children and families 
 

Cristina Taut  - The association 
between infant temperament 
and the breastfeeding duration in 
9-month old Irish infants 
 

3.45pm 

 

Dervla Kelly - Multiple antibiotic 
use in children aged 24 to 36 
months 
 

 Therese McDonnell - Non-cognitive 
development in early childhood: 
the influence of maternal 
employment and the mediating 
role of childcare 

 Lisa-Christine Girard  - The 
impact of breastfeeding on 
children’s cognitive and non-
cognitive development: one step 
closer to addressing the notion of 
causality 
 

 
 

  

4.15pm Conference Close 

  

 
 



  THE CONTEXT – ABOUT GROWING UP IN IRELAND 
 

Growing Up in Ireland is the national longitudinal study of children. It is the most significant study of 
children ever to have taken place in this country and will help us to improve our understanding of all 
aspects of childhood and child development. 

 
The study is following the progress of two groups of children. The first is a “Child Cohort” of 8,500 
children who were first interviewed at 9 years of age.  They were re-interviewed at 13 years of age and 
are about to be re-interviewed at age 17 years.  These young people will be interviewed again when 
they are 20 years old. The second is an “Infant Cohort” of 11,100 children who were recruited at 9 
months of age.  They (and their main caregivers) were initially interviewed at 9 months, and again at 3 
years and 5 years. Their main caregiver will be interviewed on a postal basis in the coming months when 
the child is 7 years old, followed by an intensive face-to-face interview at age 9 years. 

 
The main aim of the study is to paint a full picture of children and youth in Ireland and how they are 
developing in the current social, economic and cultural environment. This information will be used to 
assist in policy formation and in the provision of services, with a view to ensuring that all children living 
in Ireland have the best possible start in life. 

 
Growing Up in Ireland is a government study which is almost wholly funded by the Department of 
Children & Youth Affairs, in association with the Department of Social Protection, the Central Statistics 
Office and the Department of Education & Skills. A part funding contribution in support of Phase 2 of 
Growing Up in Ireland (2015-19) has been generously provided by The Atlantic Philanthropies[1]. 
   
The Department of Children & Youth Affairs is overseeing and managing the study, which is being 
carried out by a group of independent researchers led by the Economic & Social Research Institute 
(ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin. 

 
 

CONFERENCE AIMS 
 

This is Growing Up in Ireland’s seventh annual research conference and has been organised by the joint 
ESRI/TCD Study Team.  Dr James Reilly T.D., Minister for Children and Youth Affairs will launch the latest major 
report from the study at the start of the conference. With 22 papers being presented, the conference will also 
provide a platform for discussion on a broad range of research from both the Infant and Child Cohorts. 
 
 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 
Alice Sullivan is Director of the 1970 British Cohort Study (BCS70) and leads the team responsible for developing 

the content, design and analysis of the survey. She studied PPE at Balliol College, Oxford, before taking a D.Phil. in 

Sociology at Nuffield College, Oxford, where she went on to a British Academy Postdoctoral Research Fellowship. 

She came to the Institute of Education as a researcher in 2003, and became Director of BCS70 in 2010. She has 

published on areas including: social class and gender differences in educational attainment, single-sex and co-

educational schooling; private and grammar schools, cultural capital, reading for pleasure, and access to elite 

higher education. 

 

                                                           
[1] About The Atlantic Philanthropies: The Atlantic Philanthropies are dedicated to bringing about lasting changes in 

the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people. Atlantic is a limited life foundation that will complete grantmaking 

in 2016. To learn more, please visit:www.atlanticphilanthropies.org. 


