
 

 
Our ref: «GROUP/HSD/CHILDNO»  

Dear Primary Caregiver, 

We are writing to you about the Growing Up in Ireland study. As you may remember, your family was part of the study a number of years ago 

when your 13-year-old, <child name>, was 9 years old.  

We are now getting ready to contact the Growing Up in Ireland families again, to see how things have changed since our last visit.  We would 

like to invite your family to take part in the pilot of the Growing Up in Ireland survey with 13-year-olds and their families. The purpose of a pilot 

is to test the survey questionnaires, and show where improvements are needed, before we begin the main Growing Up in Ireland survey in 

2021. An interviewer will not visit your home – all parts of the survey will be carried out over the telephone or online. In the coming days a 

member of our fieldwork team will telephone you to talk to you about Growing Up in Ireland, to explain what your participation involves and 

to answer any questions you may have. 

Growing Up in Ireland is the most important study of its kind ever to take place in this country. It is funded by Government to help researchers 

understand the main issues facing children and young people growing up in Ireland. In this way, it is helping to provide advice to Government 

on key decisions about future policies and services. 

Growing Up in Ireland is a Government study which is funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) and is overseen and 

managed by DCYA in association with the Central Statistics Office.  The survey is being carried out for Government by a group of independent 

researchers led by the Economic & Social Research Institute (ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin. 

Growing Up in Ireland is carried out under Section 24 of the Statistics Act (1993). This Act guarantees the confidentiality of information provided 

in the survey questionnaires. It also means that the information can only be used for statistical research purposes. As with the earlier interviews, 

taking part in Growing Up in Ireland is entirely voluntary. All the information collected in the course of the survey is treated in the strictest 

confidence. 

Please visit www.growingup.ie, click on the red ‘Information for Participants’ tab and follow the link for further information (you will need to 

use the password GUI2020), including:  

• A copy of this Household Letter 

• A Parent/Guardian Information Sheet and Consent Forms, which your interviewer will talk to you about 

• A Young Person Information Sheet and Assent Form, which we would ask you show your 13-year-old 

• Highlights of the things we learned about the lives of 9-year-olds and their families from the previous round of the study 

• Videos showing what is involved in participating at this phase of Growing Up in Ireland. 

If you have any queries about the study or your involvement in it, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Caroline Goodwin at growingup@esri.ie. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

Yours sincerely, 

Dorothy Watson 

Co-Principal Investigator 

Growing Up in Ireland 
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