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 Monitoring Report on Integration 2016:  
Aims & Scope 

 Focus on integration outcomes, though policy included 

 Based on EU Indicators proposed at EU Ministerial Conf. 

 Employment, education, inclusion, citizenship; special 

theme on ‘Immigrant Skills and Competencies’ 

 Uses existing ongoing high-quality national data  

 Different data sources/years for different indicators 

 Issues of representativeness/coverage of groups 

 Focus on both EU/Non-EU nationals, usually compared 

to Irish nationals;  typically no controls for composition  

 



 

Chapter 2 Labour Market Indicators  

 Employment rates slightly lower for non-Irish (60%) 
than Irish (just under 63%) in 2015; v low among 
African nationals (circa 40%) 

 In 2015 unemployment rate 13.1 % for non-Irish, 
9.6 % for Irish nationals 

 Since 2012, both Irish and non-Irish see 
unemployment rates fall and gap narrows slightly. 

 The unemployment gap between native-born and 
foreign-born is less pronounced in Ireland than on 
average in Europe.  
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Chap 3 Education Indicators (Adults) 

 Comparing the whole population, a higher 
proportion of non-Irish have third level 
qualifications  (48%) than Irish nationals (35%)  

 BUT the difference among younger Irish/non-Irish 
adults (25-34) with 3rd level quals is smaller 

 Difference between non-Irish groups evident in 
qualifications 



 Educational Outcomes: Share of 25-34 age 
group with third level education (2015) 
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Education Indicators (Primary School) 

 Use National Assessment Tests 2014, 2nd and 6th 
class 

 Children’s place of birth and language(s) spoken 
at home 

 Mean reading scores lower among migrants, esp 
low among those from non-English language 
backgrounds 

 Mean mathematics scores also lower among 
migrants, though the gap is only significant in 
second class. 



 Chapter 4  
Social Inclusion Indicators (2014) 

 ‘At risk of poverty’ rates (2014) higher for non-Irish 
(21%) compared to Irish (just under 16%), esp high 
among non-EU (46 %) 

 Deprivation (lacking 2 or more basic items like food, 
clothes, heating) similar between Irish and non-Irish 
nationals (around 29%) 

 Consistent poverty (being income poverty and 
experiencing deprivation) similar between Irish and 
non-Irish (around 8 %) 



 

Social Inclusion Indicators 2 (2014) 

 Non-Irish nationals report better health, on average, than Irish 
nationals (89% non-Irish v 82% Irish report good/v good health) 

 Part of the difference is due to differences in age and education 

 Home ownership much lower among non-Irish (26%) than 
among Irish (76%) 

 This difference holds even when accounting for age, duration in 
Ireland, education. Linked to length of residence.  

 Housing deprivation (lacking one of: access to hot water, 
bath/shower, toilet and central heating) does not differ between 
Irish and non Irish nationals 



 

Chapter 5 Active Citizenship 

 More than 121,100 non-Irish nationals acquired 
Irish citizenship through naturalisation between 
2005 and 2015 

 We estimate that up to 45 per cent of adult 
immigrant non-EEA origin resident in Ireland at 
end-2015 had acquired Irish citizenship 

 Top nationalities: Nigeria, India, Philippines 

 Administrative data, no population register 

 Migrants are very underrepresented among 
elected representatives and voters in Ireland 



 
Naturalisation certificates issued and applications rejected  
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 Chapter 6:  
Special Theme, Immigrant Skills 

 Using data from the OECD Survey of Adult Skills 
(PIAAC) to investigate literacy, numeracy and 
problem solving.  

 investigates the skills of the working-age population 
(16-65) in Ireland and compares the skills of 
immigrants with those of the native-born population 

 Immigrants divided by linguistic background and 
region of origin 

 Charts present ‘adjusted’ difference from Irish, that 
is after models using control variables (gender, age, 
education level) 



 Adjusted differences in LITERACY test 
scores by place of birth and language 
(compared to Irish) 
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Adjusted differences in LITERACY test scores by 
region of birth (compared to Irish) 
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Adjusted differences in NUMERACY test 
scores by region of birth and language 
(compared to Irish) 
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Adjusted differences in NUMERACY test scores by 
region of birth (compared to Irish) 
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 Problem solving and international 
comparisons 

 Problem solving scores do not differ between 
Irish and immigrant adults 

 Compared to France, Germany, Spain, Sweden 
and the UK, the immigrant-native skills gaps in 
literacy and numeracy are lower in Ireland. 

 This partly reflects the higher educational 
profile of immigrants to Ireland, as these 
comparisons don’t control for education.   

 



 Chapter 7 
Data Challenges and Policy Issues 

 Ensure coverage by surveys, boost samples? 

 Changes to immigrant population mean we need to think 
carefully who is being counted and how best to do this... 

 Important that labour market programmes respond to the 
needs of vulnerable migrants 

 Role of English language skills key in outcomes for migrants so 
a strategy for adult language training is important.  

 Useful to monitor outcomes at primary and secondary level,  
effectiveness of English language training, outcomes in state 
exams 

 Political participation among migrants – how to promote 
engagement? 

 



 

Further reading 

 

 

Report available for download: 

 http://www.esri.ie/publications/monitoring-
report-on-integration-2016 

 

Thanks for your attention! 
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