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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

PRINCIPAL’S QUESTIONNAIRE

School ID:  <MERGE 4 Digit ID> <Merge Date>

Growing Up in Ireland is the national longitudinal study of children and young people. The purpose of the study is to
improve our understanding of all aspects of children and their development. It will examine how children develop over
time and identify which factors affect a child’s development and make for a healthy and happy childhood or for a less
happy one. The results of the study will be used by government to develop policies and interventions to support
children and their families in the future.

The study is funded by Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) and is managed by
the Department in association with the Central Statistics Office. The Department of Education is represented on the
Steering Group which oversees the study. The study is carried out by a group of researchers led by the Economic &
Social Research Institute (ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin (TCD).

The young people who are participating in the study were randomly selected when they were 9 months old and the
Study Team has collected information from them and their families and schools at a number of points since then (9
months, 3 years, 5 years, 7/8 years, 9 years). We are now carrying out a follow-up interview with them to see how
they have developed by the age of 13 years, when they are mostly in 1st year in second level.

All principals of second-level schools are being asked to complete the questionnaire because the 13-year-olds have
dispersed to almost every second-level school in the country. With the parents’ cooperation, we can match the
information on the schools being attended by the young people with the information we collect from them and their
families in their own homes.

All information provided in the course of the Study will be treated in the strictest confidence and would not be passed
on to anyone or any body outside the Growing Up in Ireland Study Team, unless we record information which leads
us to be concerned about the health or safety of the child or other vulnerable person, as outlined in Children First
guidelines for the protection and welfare of children.
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5. (a) Has your school received funding under the COVID Learning and Support Scheme (CLASS)?Yes..F1 No..F2

5. (b) If Yes, how many students is your school supporting through this funding? __________

6. What other activities, if any, has your school been able to provide to students to help their adjustment back to a
school setting? Please tick all that apply.

a. Summer programme for students with special educational needs......................................F
b. Summer programme for at-risk/disengaged students .........................................................F
c. Additional supports for learning in the classroom................................................................F
d. Additional supports for learning after school or at lunchtime ............................................F
e. Session(s) on wellbeing post-COVID .....................................................................................F
f. Additional socio-emotional support from the guidance counsellor(s) ................................F
g. Additional socio-emotional support from the pastoral care/student support team ...........F
h. Other (please specify) ____________________________________________________ F

7. How effective do you think these activities have been in helping students adjust back to school?
Very effective..F1 Fairly effective..F2 Not very effective..F3 Not at all effective..F4

8. Since the start of the 2021/22 school year, have you had to do any of the following because of (suspected)
COVID cases? Please tick all that apply.

a. Close the school ............................................F
b. Send a year group home ...............................F
c. Send a class home .........................................F
d. Send a group of students home ....................F

SECTION B. INFORMATION ON YOURSELF AS PRINCIPAL

9. Are you male or female? Male ...........F1 Female .......F2

10. To which age group do you belong?
20 - 29 yrs..F1 30 - 39 yrs..F2 40 - 49 yrs..F3 50 - 59 yrs..F4 60 yrs or older..F5

11. For how many years have you been Principal:
(a) in this school? _______years (b) in other second-level schools? _______years

SECTION C. SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS

12. How many boys and how many girls are enrolled in the school?

Boys _______ Girls ______ Total Students ______
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SECTION D CURRICULUM, TEACHING AND LEARNING
24. Does your school offer the following programmes?

Yes No
a. Level 1 Learning Programmes......................................F1 ........................F2

b. Level 2 Learning Programmes ......................................F1 ........................F2

c. Transition Year (TY) ......................................................F1 ........................F2

d. Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA)..................................F1 ........................F2

e. Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) .......F1 ........................F2

f. Post-Leaving Certificate (PLC) courses..........................F1 ........................F2

25. How many students in your school are on reduced timetables/shorter school days?
(If None, please state.) ______

26. Which of the following are taught as full subjects in junior cycle in the school? (Please tick all that apply)

SUBJECT LEVEL

a. Irish ..................................................................Higher ........F1 .........Ordinary .....F2

b. English ..............................................................Higher ........F1 .........Ordinary .....F2

c. Mathematics ....................................................Higher ........F1 .........Ordinary .....F2

d. History..............................................................Common ....F1

e. Geography........................................................Common ....F1

f. Modern Foreign Languages: French ...............Common ....F1

g. Modern Foreign Languages: German .............Common ....F1

h. Modern Foreign Languages: Spanish ..............Common ....F1

i. Modern Foreign Languages: Italian ................Common ....F1

j. Visual Art..........................................................Common ....F1

k. Music................................................................Common ....F1

l. Science .............................................................Common ....F1

m. Home Economics..............................................Common ....F1

n. Wood Technology ............................................Common ....F1

o. Engineering ......................................................Common ....F1

p. Graphics ...........................................................Common ....F1

q. Applied Technology..........................................Common ....F1

r. Business Studies...............................................Common ....F1

s. Latin..................................................................Common ....F1

t. Ancient Greek ..................................................Common ....F1

u. Classics .............................................................Common ....F1

v. Jewish Studies ..................................................Common ....F1

w. Religious Education..........................................Common ....F1

x. Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE) .....Common ...F1

y. Physical Education ...........................................Common ...F1

z. Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) Common ...F1

aa. Other (please specify) ______________________________________________F1
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